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FOR THE LITERARY TABLET. 


THE WANDERING JEW. 
LETTER TO ——— 
My dear Friend, 
WHEN I refleé& on the boundlefs dif- 
tance, by which we are feparated, and that a 
long time muft yet elapfe before I can again 
walk hand in hand, with one whofe views, 
feelings, and interefts, are my own, J am fille 
ed with gloom and melancholy. Abfence 
from thee, my friend, gives me pain ;—and 
yet, by leading me to a frequent intercourfe 
with the world, it opens an avenue to many 
valuable lefflons. I have at laft found aut a 
clue to many of the intricate windings and 
mazes of the human heart, and how few there 
are of the great family of man, on whom we 
can place dependence. ang 
Friendthip is but a name ; it is often on 
the lips of everv one, but rarely touches the 
heart. It isa mere phantom, which deludes, 
lulls to fleep, and leaves its victim to perith. 
Thou wouldft think my friend, that after 
wandering the world over, I might find fome 
{pot of earth, at leaft fome little {pot, which 
is confecrated to harmony and happineis. 
Unfufpefting thyfelf, thou haft fuppofed 
gnankind a band of brothers ; the united vo- 
faries of benevolence, and every virtue ; ar- 
dent in the reciproeation of kindnefles, and 
willing to aid a fellow in diftrefs. But thou 
wilt find, when thou haft embarked in the 
broad fea of life, and ftorms beat around thee, 
that thou art alone in the tempeft. When 
rnisfortunes have brought thee low, and pain 
is hovering over thee ; fcarce a being will to- 
lace thy afflictions, or raife a {mile on the pale 
cheek of forrow.and death. . The creature 
man, is nearly the fame, in all ages, and in 
every region. Whether in the perion of the 
faithful follower of Mahomet, he turns his 
face towards Mecca, feven times in the day, 
and offers up his prayers to the holy prophet ; 
whether he revels in a feraglio of fair Circaf- 
fians, or lounges out his life in pretended in- 
difference on the banks of the Conneéticut, 
he is in effence, but another title for knavery 
2nd deception. We find beauty ;—but alas ! 
we too often find it, dragging in its train, van- 
ity, capricioufnefs, and coquetry ; attended 
by knowledge no farther than the title page 
of an author, nor pofleffing virtue or modetty, 
which has not been difpofed of to the hun- 
dredth bidder. Science fometimes ftoops 
and cringes ta betray you by fawning and 
Battery, and fometimes foars aloft with over- 
bearing and dogmatical aflurance. ‘Wealth 
is accompanied by debauchery or avarice 3 
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| poverty lies and fteals ; youth is licentious  lifelefs ; and if this conviétion cannot be op~ of 4 
| and headftrong ; old age is a cloak to iniquity » a 





of every kind. 

A ftranger would be led to fuppofe, that 
the village in which I am now retiding, was 
a feat of every focial bleiling. And yet one 
may fee here, the wife and the unwife, the 
faint and the finner, plodding night after 
night and day after day, to give ftrength to 
fome paltry quarrel, and to ruin the intereft 
of his neighbor. Envy, jealoufy, and a mif- 
chief making {pirit exift both in the kitchen 
and in the pariour ; in the female breaft, as 
well as in that of the other fex ; in matters 
of religion as well as in thofe of politics. 
myielf, I can fay with truth, that I retire as 
much as pofiible into the back ground, and be- 
come an idle {pedtator. 
can fee a few friends whom I have about me, I 
bury myfelf in folitude, fmoke my own pipe 
znd drink my own wine. Adieu. 

16th March, 1807. C. 
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IMMATERIALITY OF THE SOUL. 

The following remarks are taken from that inim- 
itable work of Doétor 
Abifinia—they are conclufive ; and prove much 
‘more than we ufually find in fo fall a come 
pas. (Tablet. 
All the conclufions of reafon enforce the 

immiateriality of the mind, and all the notices 

of fenfe and invettigations of fcience concur to 
prove the unconfciouineis of matter. 

“Tt was never fuppofed that cogitation is 
inherent in matter, or that every particle isa 
thinking being. Yet, if any part of matter be 
devoid of thought, what part can we fuppofe 
to think ? Matter can differ from matter only 
in form, denfity, bulk, motion, and direétion 
of motion ; to which of thefe, however va- 
ried or combined, can confcioufneis be an- 


modifications whigh it can admit are equally 
unconnected with cogitative powers.” 


“ But the materialifts, faid the aftronomer, | 
urge that matter may have qualities with | 


ted.” 
, returned Imlac, 
ys, becaufe there 


which we are unac 

«‘ He who will 
againit that whi 
may be fomething 
that can fet hypothetical po | 
acknowledged certainty, is notto be admitted 
among reafonable beings. All that we know 
of matter is, that matter is inert, fenfelefs and 
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And except when I | 


Fobnfon's, the Prince of 


pofed but by referring us to fomething that | 
we know not, we have all the evidence that B 
| human intelle& can admit. If that which 
| is known may be overruled by that which is 
| unknown, no being, not omnifcient, can areipl 
| rive at certainty.” bal 
| §¢ OF materiality, faid Imlac, our ideas are 9 
| Negative, and therefore obfcure.. Immateri-f) 9?) 
| ality, feems to imply a natural power of pe 
| petual duration as a confequence of exetnp 
| tion from all caufes of decay ; whatever 
| ithes, is deftroyed by the folution o; + 
| contexture, and feparation of its parts; norigy) | 
can we conceive how that which has na ? 
| parts, and therefore admits no folution, 
_ be naturally corrupted or impaired.” 
“You will find fubftance without exten-) & )) 
fion. An ideal form is no lefs real thaniy 
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What fpace does the idea of < 1, i 


laceration ? Asis the effeét fuch is the caufe 4 ‘ i 
As the thought is, fuch ‘is the _— thagi ft). 
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fcernablel) | i 


annihilated by him that made it, we muff) iy) 
humbly learn from higher authority.” Pe 





PATRIOTISM. eed 


| To ferve bravely is to come halting off, He 
Thefe words of honeft Jack Falftaff, I onch) By 





ee ode 


| heard quoted by a man, who, inftead of aqh # 


| youth,” what he deferved, honor and com ay 


| petence, is now in “the twilight of fere age.) 


: 
wearing out in negle€t and penury the miffh i 


about in leading ftrings, we tore ourfelv.) ag 


of our mother country,*****’s conduct wal ine 
open and direét ; no refervation lurked jf 9f 
his mind, no equivocation fell from hi § 
tongue. We have broken, faid he, a facre ay 
tie, but my duty to my native foil is more faq?’ 

-rethkthan,my obligations arifing from this v Bi 4 
“olat te . Iwill fight and bleed and dig? ? 

independence of my country) }) i 





to deal 
Such were once, fuch are ftill the feelings a 
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it Wars: In fuch a featon, the nobility, tie 

Ze% C112 tians, the p' LLATILS, incl, ee) 
thort, the. whole body of the people become 
1 ra: ado when tice Das united a he 
contending parties, thisatate enjoys great ad. 
vintapes over others, v Lofe fubiedis are gener- 
ally citizens. | Befides, Civil: Wars always pro- 
duce great men, becaule in the univertal con- 
ion which then retens, thofe who are atitin- 
guithed by any particular merit have a favor- 
yh tunity of making themfelves conipic 
vous 7 Each of wr e perfous ranges himielf in 
ble {itnation, wheress, in times of peat e, 
thev are flationed by ane rs, and gene erally ve- 
ry injudicioully. We thall pats from the Jo- 
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G 2s of 5 tde among the ancients. 

| Several cautes m. ty be atiigned for this cuf- 

tom of ielf-deltruction, which fo generally pre- 

;Vaued among the Jiomans; the progres of 

cilm which encouraged its; the eftablifhment 
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icloaks. Marriot’s fervant produced his maf- 
ura trice 3; brt the Duke’s man being! 
sether tardy, his Grace called for it again ; 
itil che fellow was puzzling about the itraps 
land buckles; when the’ Duke exclaimed, 
itt rains harder and harder.”—=« If it rains 
.cats and dogs,’ anfwered the man, * you 
tconnot heve it till I can get it.” Marlbo- 
| rough, turning to Marriot, took no other no- 
> of Tale impertinence oO: the fellow than to 
fiay, calmly, 1 would not be of that main’s 
|cemper tor the whole world.” 
FO TH LITERARY TABLET. 
THE MORATAIST—No. 1. 
= 
TELE Author, in the interinrof bufinefs, has 
occaii ly a vacant hour whichshe devotes to 
reflection. This circumitance gives rife to 
nreie tempt to appear before the public 
mthe quality ofanetfayilt. Hts higheit ambi 
On IS ulialy 5 there iore, ne aflumeés no iono- 
rous or captivating tithe ; he introduces him 
lt \ no ipenaid prerace. Sentble that 
his remarks will be little profitable to thofe 
who read tor amufement, he does not af- 
fe& novelty 1 } enti it nor an **en- 
chanting quaintneis’ im his flyle. The title 
i2@ has adopted perhaps conveys to the aba 
} doned the idea of an enemy; tothe licentious, 
of a morafe and bigotted formalift ; and to 
ho affe& to ackn dire the value of 
moral icieace, of one, who has choten a trite 
;ond unentertaining iabje@. But as few of 
ether of thefe deicriptions are fuppofed to be 
readers of the Tablet, the, Author anticipates 
1 more favorable reception than fuch charac- 
{ters would be dilpofed to give him 
| SB ielecting the appellation of,* Moralift,” he 
| would not be underltood to affume the ofice 


i of L'¢ 
| chofen 
| fubjec 


tention. 


sicher ¢ r Dictator in Morality. He has 

It, Fe becaule it) is expreflive of the 
%s to which he propofes to devote his at- 
k This efiays will "68 therefore appear | 
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not reject , will be tran mitted. 


aoe: 
ler will be refig 
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and connecting, with perfe& freedom to ap- 
prove or condemn. 

Moral Philotophy has been defined “ that 
ce which teaches men their duty and the 
reafons of it.’ ‘This definition is concife and 
expreflive ; the fcience itfelf has no limits. 
No fitution in life is deftitute of its rights; its 
duties and obligations ; fo there is ho perfon > 
uninterefted in the knowledge of their nature, 

caufe and foundation. Moral feience mut de- 
mand a great proportion of our reflections 
iince almolt every hour of our life requires the 
praGice, and confequently the knowledge of 
its precepts. What more important object can 
employ the aétive attention of youth than the 
ftudy which points him to the end of his exift- 
ence, and the means of his happinefs ? Can his 
parent begin too early to difcover to him the 
path of rectitude, which is alone the path of 
peace; fince every ftep he takes in life cons 
ducts to happinefs or to mifery, as it is direa- 
ed by the light of Morality, or ventured in the 
darknels of ignorance ? Can the prudent and 
the wife have no occafion to recur to the con- 
fideration of that {cience in which they have 
experienced fo much delight, and which they 
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‘have found fo uleful in its application to the 


purpoies of man? T’o no one in his indigidual 
capacity can the fubjeét be unintereftings’ Mo- 
rality is valuable as health, it is important as 
life. But every man, as conneéted with focie- 
ty, muft have a farther inducement to culti- 
vate moral knowledge ; for on the prevalence 
of this knowledge, and a general correfpond- 
ent practice, depends the exiftence of fociety. 
As Morality flourifhes or declines, fociety is 
idvanced or retarded, in knowledge and hap- 
pinefs.—-A moral nation is profperops ; a lie 
centious community haitens to ruin.—A city 
may be regulated by appropriate laws, and de- 
fended by valor ; but Morality is the founda- 
tion on which it is erected.—A community 
may be compared to the animal ftructure. The 
valor of its citizens will correipond with the 
limbs ; a well reguiated government, with the 
trunk; Morality is “ the feat of life,” the heart, 
whenee the blood is propelled to “animate 
the whole machine. This acknowledged, it is 
evident we cannot too often recur to the fub. 
ie& ; we cannot too deeply implant its princi- 
ples in our minds, too clofely bind them to our 
hearts. 

If any fhall admit the truth of thefe prelimi- 
nary obfervations, they are invited to a candid 
perufal of the communications of the Morailiit, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We tender our thanks to ALFrEn, whole 
communication was publithed tome time 
fince, and hope that he will hereafter con- 
tinue his favors. 

NvuMA writes in a _ and explicit flyle, 
and will inftruct, as well as amufe, by his re: 
flections. 

We have received a fourth mumber of the 
Wandering ‘Few, which ihall be prefented to 
our readers in the next Tablet. 

Our old correfpondents are requefted to 

cna their acquaintance ;—thould Lugenio, 


ina regular conneded fyftem. Whatever fhall| 4 Z. N. Jaen and others find a moment o£ 
ececur in his ipeculations, which his judgment leiture, either from bufinefs, ftudy, or amufe- 


To his | | ment, we {hall be ever ready and happy to 
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From the Luropean Magazine. 


MADNESS. 
Reafon depos’d, how art thou fimk, O man? 
Hoodwinkéd thy mind, ah! where is then 


thy boat 2 
Confus’dly reftleds, and without a plan, 
Immers’d in doubt, and ta reflection loft. 


See yoo fair feat of elegance and tafte, 

Which fpread its charms to admiration’s eye, 
Deftroy’d, behold a defolated watte, 

And low in duft its {plendid honors lie. 


Work Pandemonium of the human mind, 
‘Tremendous. Madnefs—-who’s exempt from 


thee ? 
The weak, the ftrong, the brave, thy fiackles 
bind 


And victims fall to thy fevere decree. 


Sow vak thy havoc o’er the human forna, 
O’er beauty, mem’ry, excellence, and fenfe : 

Perfection’s fafe not from thy ruthlefs ftorm, 
Ang wit or learning but a feeble fence. 


How fhall the Mufé thy varied woes recite, 
Thy wild ideas, fofter’d in the brain, 

That warm the cheated foul with fond delight, 
Or form huge phantoms of fictitious pain. 


Yet her’s the tafk, the ftrives the courfe to fteer, 
With diffidence expands the vent’rous fail, 
While heterogencous founds diltrac the ear, 
And urge her paffage thro’ Misfortune’s vale. 


Behold that ftately figure—Child of Pride! 
I knew him ere to madnefs thus a prey, 
When felf-importance urg’d him to deride, 

And fcarcely own a great Creator’s {way. 


And now ina all the mockery of ftate, 
Tho’ clad in rags, this oftentatious thing 
Believes around him thoufand flaves await, 


Himéelf in fancy adefpotic King. 


Thus human nature, when o’ercaft with pride, 
Infulted Heav’n moft feverely fcans ; 

Of arrogance repels th’ impetuous tide, - 
Humbles rank infolence, and-man wnmans. 


All dark within—Olivia, love.lorn maid, 
In tatter’d garb, and with difhevelled hair, 
Avoids the light, of taithlefs man afraid, 
Her haggard form the picture of defpair. 


Afk you the caufe why poor Olivia’s lof, 
Her {pitits-broke, her boiom twoln with woe ? 


: By greed vows and difappointment crois’d, 


Diftraction urg’d her eyes to overflow. 


' Bluthes the he@tic on her pallid cheek, 


Where nny breath’d the {weetly living 
rofe ;- 
Of forrows paft now hear her piteous {peak ;. 
Of forrows paft a Cazonette compofe. 


She fings ; ’tis melody’s moft plaintive ftrain, 
Big with a figh, and ufher’d with a tear ; 
Ever and anon abridg’d by pain, 
ane with fudden farts of grief or 
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And now in moody filence fee the fits, 
Abforb’d in apathy or mental gloom ; 


=| Or rous’d—Dbewails, or laughs, or {fings, by fits ; 


Reviles, condemns, or calls fhe knows not 
whom. 


That piteous objec which our ears affails 
With clam’rous rage and ceafelefs difeontent, 

Attacking with his teeth his fqualid nails, 
Defp’rate in thought, on fable mifchief bent. 


Bright as the fun before th’ approaching ftorm, 
He fhone confpicuous in the rings of tatte ; 


Yr 
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But padiion reafon to deform, 


Her fruitful foil became a dreary wafte. 


In midnight orgies were his moments pat ? 
Was diffipation his without controul ? 


The reckonings came and finifh’d the repaft, 


Aad pale diltraétion overwhelms his doul, 


Who’s this all mirth and mummery we fee, 


That laughs at fortune, pomp, and wealth, 
and pow’r ; 


From pride and malice, and from forrow free, 


The very May fy of the frantic hour. 


Behold her brifk with freakifh ep advance, 


In every geiture, every gambol fhown, 


On toe fantafic round and round fte’ll dance, 


And deem the fairy regions all her own. 


*T was her’s to flirt, and only feem fincere, 
The vain coquet, with blandifhments her 
‘ own, 


To laugh, to fing, to wheedle, and to jeer, 


*Till Reafon lo& its unfubftantial throne, 


No ftings of mem’ry to her vacant mind 


Refletion’s bufy images convey ; 


Tho’ fad her friends, herfelf to mirth inclin’d, 


Is ne’er unhappy, never lefs than gay. 


Charming delufion! when diftraétion reigns, 


And fancied pleafure’s falfe ideas range : 
But when black choler ftagnates in the veins, 
Behold and mark the melancholy change. 


His words how broken ! fault’ring | and how 
flow ! 
Sunk into darknefs like a fallen ftar. 
Melanthus view immers’d in fullen woe, 
The door of reafon does defpondence bar. 


The poor fanatic, buried in defpair, 
Madly anticipates each future pain ; 

Caught in fome bigot’s unrelenting {nare 5 
Religion ftretches out her hand in vain. 


I Dark as his brow—the chaos of his mind 


Prefents eternal torments to his fight ; 
A. Deity no longer good and kind : 
His apprehenfions endlefs fears excite. 


Ili-founded feay! but who fhall comfort bring, 
When wild Enthufiafm occupies the breatt ; 

When horrors hence delufion’s vifions bring, 
‘Fo rob devotion of her pureft reft. 


O Melancholy ! iis thine in varied fhape, 
The voice of peace and pleafure to fupprefs, 
To bind the brows of reafon with thy crape, 
And o'er the mind thy leaden weights to 
prefs. 
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And avarice thine ! fel] 

Fait foe to honor, 

How much the hum 

The wretch that’ 
plain. 


canker of each joy, 
pure fruition’s bane : 

an mind thy cares annoy, 
$ next in view can well er. 


Unfocial mortal, opulently poor, 
Deaf to Misfortune’s Penetrating plaint 
He {purn’d poor fhiv’ring merit from his door, 
And — midft plenty making gold his 
aint. 


This miferfranke, in epitome, 

Stull ts himfelf, altho’ in madnefs plighe, 
Collecting bits of rags, or leaves of tea, 

As hoards, in fancy’s eye, immenfely bright, 


The Poet’s dreams, his frenzy rolling eye, 
The mufe might paint but ceafes to intrude, 
Or jealous Rage, or fell Mifanthropy, 
And other various fhapes of reafon erude, 


Curtails her flight as tender feelings rife, 
And a tears protra& the mournful 
ta es, 
Which fpeaks my heart in fympathetic fighs, 
<ind kindred nature drops compaffion’s veil. 


I 


THE SWALLOW. 
[Tran fated from the French of Madame Guion.} 


By Witttam Cowper, Esq. 
I am tond of the fwallow—I learn, from her 
flight, 
Had I tkill to improve it, a leffon of love: 
How feldom on earth do we fee her alight4 
She dwells in the fkies—fhe is ever above. 


It is on the wing that fhe takes her repofe, 
Sufpended, and pois’d in the regions of air, 

Tis not im our fields that her fuftenance grows, 
It is wing’d like herfelf, ’tis ethereal fare. 


She comes in the fpring, all the fummer fle 
{trays, 
And, dreading the cold, the ftill follows the 
fun— 
So, true to our love, we fhould covet his rays 
And the place where he fhines not, immedi- 
ately fhun, 


Tis rarely, if ever, the fettles below, 
And only when building a neft for her 


young : 
Were it not for her brood, fhe would never be- 
ftow 


A thought upon any thing filthy as dung. 


Let us leave it ourfelves, (’tis a mortal abode} 
To bafk every moment in infinite love : 
Let us fly the dark winter, and follow the road 
Thatleadsto the day-{pring appearing above. 
THE BELLES. 
Says a Captain fo pert, as he handed Mifs 


down, 
“ You’vea great many Belles for @ {mall coun- 


try town.” 

Mifs Ps replied— Sir, few towns ¢an 
boaft more. 

In the great church there’s fix, in the little one 


four.” 


eS => 
Published every other Wednesdas, 
ex fA, Dabls. 












































